y www.themorningnewsaruba.com * themorningnewsaruba@gmail.com 

CL 

0 Ivv 11 f H 


Friday, January 17, 2014 



Ytotfr Source for local news in English 


A record 18.23% growth in 2013! 

ATA: Aruba welcomed 688.472 
cruiseship tourists to Aruba 




Quality vehicles; economy and compact cars, 
intermediate and four-wheel drives with air conditioning. 
Attractive doily & weekly rates. 

Free hotel! pick up & drop off. 

Courteous on-time service. 


Offices at: 
i;00 am to 11:0Q pm 
1:00 am to 8:00 pm 
1:00 am to 6:00 pm 




AN FNDEPJEMDENT1Y OWNED AND QPIRATED BUDGET SYSTEM LICENSEE" 


White House releases 
Iran implementation 


ORANJE5TAD - Recently 
the Aniba Tourism Authority 
(ATA) received the final fig¬ 
ures far our cruise tourism 
and is very pleased to an¬ 
nounce that Aruba has once 
again experienced a whop¬ 
ping growth of IS ]3%in tins 
segment. 

This growth was regis¬ 
tered for the period of Janu¬ 
ary 1st to December 31st, 
3013, where our p ort reached 
a total of 63 S 473 tourists. In 
the same period of 3013, 
Aruba received 5E2.313 
cruise tourists. Hence, Aruba 
reaved 106.159 mare tourists 
in 2013 compared to 3D 12. 

With respect to the num¬ 
ber of cruise ships to visit 
Aruba figures show that 
there was an increase of 63 
cruise calls. When compared 
to 2012 (294) with 3013 


(357), this results in a posi¬ 
tive difference of 21.42%. 
Tire months when more 
tourists came to Aruba on a 
cruise ship in 2013 were Jan¬ 
uary (64 calls and 1 IS.542 
passengers), December (49 
calls and 96.136 passengers); 
March (44 calls with 34.229 
passengers) and February (43 
calls and SB.SES passengers). 
The slowest month, August, 
which is the low season for 
cruises in the Caribbean, 


Aruba received 9 ships with 
21.470 passengers. 

The value of a cruise 
tourist is very high Nat only 
for the money they spend 
here during their short stay, as 
eveyone of these tourists are 
considered a potential return 
tourist who could return for a 


longer stay on Aruba. What's 
mors, every to mist who visits 
our island will spread the 
good news about Aruba 
among their friends and fam¬ 
ily, which helps promote our 
tourism industry 

An analysis of the final 
figures indicate that although 
Arub a’s tourism industry had 
projected, or say had reserva¬ 
tions for 370 cruise ship calls, 
in the end there were 13 can¬ 
cellations This did not cause 


much impact on our stable 
growth and strong number of 
visitors. Among the cancella¬ 
tions were six calls from the 
cruiseship Freewmds, two 
from Caribbean Princess, and 
one call from the Coral 
Princess, Delphin, Grandeur 
□ fthe Seas, Brilliance of the 
Seas and Disney Wonder. 

The warm welcome and 
good service cruise tourists 
receive on Aruba and the en¬ 
thusiasm and profesronalism 
□f our p artners in tourism and 
the business community, are 
the mam points far Aruba's 
strength in the tourism indus¬ 
try Tire human capital com¬ 
bined with positive 
developments in the industry 
’with respect to the different 
services of tours and activi¬ 
ties and certainly our clean 
beaches, tranquility and 
beauty, is what makes the 
cruise ships companies con¬ 
sider Aruba as one of tins 
most attrative destinations to 
offer their clients. 


Decree in working 
hours for Casino 
and HORECA 



See pg 3 


agreement 

WASHINGTON (AFP) - Hie 
White House released a sum¬ 
mary of the implementation 
deal that accompanies a six¬ 
mo nth interim nuclear agree¬ 
ment with Iran on Thursday, 
to ease pressure from domes¬ 
tic opponents of the pact. 

The summary of "techni¬ 
cal understandings" includes 
a timetable for inspections of 
Iranian nuclear facilities by 
UN watchdog the Interna- 
ti onal E c o norm c Eli ergy 
Agency (IAEA) officials 

It also contains a payment 
schedule for nearly $7 billion 
in bio tike d Iranian foreign ex¬ 
change holdings, a modest 
easing of sanctions in return 
for a freeze on some parts of 
the Iranian nuclear program. 

Mast of the data m the 
public document had been 
made available previously in 


various press briefings after 
the deal was reached last y ear 
and after implementation 
terms were agreed at talks in 
Geneva last week 

The frill text was made 
available to restricted audi¬ 
ence of lawmakers and aides 
m Congress, White House 
spokesman lay Carney said. 

The move came after US 
officials were forced to deny 
claims that there was a secret 
side deal accompanying the 
interim nuclear pact reached 
m Geneva last year 

Today we provided Con¬ 
gress with the document con¬ 
taining the te clinical 

understandings related to the 
implementation of the Joint 
Plan of Action," Carney said. 

The IAEA wants to keep 
certain aspects of the deal 
confidential, Carney said. 

C on tinned on p g 6 
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Hovr» 

8<rm - FOpm ish Sunday‘Thursday 
8am - 3am ish Friday 8 Saturday 
Phono number 586-3904 


NOW Serving 

Breakfast 
lunch and dinner 
seven days 
a week. 


All you can eat 
pancakes 
* 6,99 



- 2Eggs&Toast 
* 4.99 



Across from Kodisson Rcj 

The Hl-Rlse Hotel District 





y Burgers Aruba 



etivery to most 
tots A beaches" 


Unlimited 
Refills - $0.79 


Burgers, Fries.. 4 More! 



Aruba to welcome Voyager for the official 
launching of Johnnie Walker "Odyssey" label 



JW Odyssey with case 


ORANJESTAD Hie local 
braid manager and represen¬ 
tatives of Johnnie Walker fine 
whiskies, distributed exclu¬ 
sively Dn Aruba through 
Romar Trading, welcomed 
Diageo Delegates Christo¬ 
pher Crosbie, Victor Alverez 
and Katherine Rodriguez to 
announce the arrival of the 


luxury sailing yacht, Voyager, 
in Arab a ; s p ort m F ebruary 
The Voyager world jour¬ 
ney parallels that of John 
Walker, creator of the brand 
over 130 years ago, and his 
son Alexander, who built the 
brand, brought it to the world, 
and perfected many recipes. 
It punctuates the launching of 


Odyssey in gym 


their label "Odyssey/ a fine, 
three-malt blend perfected by 
their Master Distiller, based 
on Alexander's "secret 
recipes." 

Chris Copeland, Diagia 
VP of Marketing & Innova¬ 
tion for Latin America &The 
Caribbean, said: "John 
Walker and Sons became one 
of die first truly global brands 
by engaging ship captains to 
act as brand ambassadors 
when taking whisky from 
Scotland to the four corners 
of the world. Voyager creates 
an unparalleled opportunity 
to celebrate the vision of the 
Walker family who grew a 
small grocery store founded 
m 1320, into the world’s 
number one Blended Scotch 
Win sky brand Ir 

Voyager navigated the 
South Pacific, Asian and In¬ 
dian Oceans, continuing 
thr o ugh the M edi t err an e an 
and Adriatic, to finally end its 
tour of the Eastern Hemi¬ 
sphere in Edinburgh, Scot¬ 


land, the home of Johnnie 
Walker. The elegant 200ft 
sailing vessel will now be 
calling at selected ports in die 
Caribbean, including Aruba 
Christopher Crosbie ex¬ 
plained that the island has 


been a major point, of distri¬ 
bution for scotch whiskey 
across the region, since the 
time his fadier worked in the 
industry. 

Continued on pg5 
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PLINKO YOUR WAY TO CASH & TROP FREE PLAY! 
EARN & ENTER STARTING JANUARY 1 

DRAWINGS EVERY HOUR 8PM - 11PM 
FRIDAYS AND SATURDAYS IN JANUARY 

Earn entries all January long and you could play PLINKO to 
win a share of 5,000 FLORINS IN CASH AND TROP PLAY! 

Each Advantage Club member gets one free entry for all 6 
drawings, too. Sweet, right?! Plus, get more entries with every 25 
points earned. Better yet, one lucky player will win up to 
1,000 florins CASH at 1L30PM via Hot Seat Drawing! 

"tics-e promotion Rules 5 Regulations ore specific to the play PLINKO Contest and 
pri7ing available at Trap Club & Casino. Must be IS years of age 
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CLUB & CASINO 


j E IRAU5QUIN ELVD. 2^3 
Art,he. Dutch Caribbean 
tr-op3njba.com 


Decree in working hours for Casino and HORECA 


DRANJESTAD - As of Jan¬ 
uary 1st, 2D 14, a new gov¬ 
ernment decree stipulating 
the working hours for the 
HORECA and Casino sector 
went into effect. Based on ar¬ 
ticle 1 of this decree, the 
working hours far the 
HORECA and Casino sectors 
is maximum 9 hours per day 
with an limit of 45 hours per 
week, based on a calculation 
penad of 12 consecutive 
months Employers and em¬ 
ployees are advised to keep in 
mind the working hours per 
week, calculated Dn a 4 week 
period, could result in a 43 
hour maximum, some weeks, 
p ar ti eul arly in short er 
months, and less during oth¬ 
ers, as long as they average 
out tD 45 hours weekly over 
the year 

This means that m a 4 
we sk p eri o d it l s p □ sssbl e that 
the working hours per week 
may be more than 45 hours, 
but the average per month 
may not exceed 48 hours 

In the case where the 
working hours exceed 9 
hours per day or the men¬ 
tioned limit, tins will be con¬ 
sidered overtime. 

in reality several scenar¬ 
ios are possible: 

1 There are companies 
already working with an av¬ 
erage of 4 5 hours. Employees 
are programmed to work 3 
hours with a 30 minute paid 
break included This means 
that in reality they are work¬ 
ing 7 hours and 30 minutes. 

2. There are companies 
that can begin working 5 
days instead of 6 days per 
week based on the fact that it 
is possible to work a maxi¬ 
mum of 9 hours per day. This 
way the worker can work an 
extra hour every day and get 
an extra day a ff. 

3. There are companies 
that can begin fluctuating the 


working hours depending on 
their needs during the high 
and low seasons 

The intro ductian a f the 4 5 
hour estimate will have con¬ 
sequences for the combined 
salary as the worker can work 
different hours. Due to the 
fact that in these sectors pay 
is per hour, the salary can 
fluctuate considerably. 

F or tin s re as o n a tr an si to ry 
rule in article 3 of the Gov¬ 
ernment. Decree has been in¬ 
stituted, which states that if 
the employee in accordance 
with his contract works more 
than 45 hours, he maintains 
his right to his combined 
salary Thus, the employee 
may work less hours, but his 
sal ary must b e recalculated so 
that his annual salary remains 
at least equal to the moment, 
that tins Decree was intro¬ 
duced 

The HORECA and Casino 
Decree also stipulates a rest 
day for an employee, which 
is their off day according to 
schedule, in view of the fact 
that Sunday is a normal day 
of work for these sectors. The 
employee has the right to a 
short change of at least 11 
hours between shifts 

The employee also has the 
right to one Sunday off per 
month with pay. 

In the case the employee 
who works more than 6 hours 
per day, he has the right to a 
break of at the least 3D min¬ 
utes. The working hours in¬ 
cluding overtime may not. 
exceed dO hours per week 

Shift work: 

On the 1 st o f Apnl 2013, 
the Labor Ordinance (OL 
2013) was introduced. The 
intention of the change of OL 
2013 was primarily to offer 
flexibility in the rule and con¬ 
ditions of work. 

Up to April 1 st 2013, the 


laws with respect to working 
hours, days and hours of rest 
were not completely m accor¬ 
dance with the needs of the 
market b ased an the develop - 
ments in our economy. It is 
important ta note that Aruba 
is a tourism island, winch re¬ 
quires our labor laws to be 
more flexible in order to pro¬ 
vide the services that our 
tourism demands. 

One of the changes that 
OL 2013 brought was the 
possibility for certain types of 
companies that are not 
HOREC A or casino or in the 
continuous work sector, to 
use shift working hours. 
Working shift according to 
OL 2013 entails that you can 
schedule an employee to 
work different hours that can 
vary between 6 00 in the 
morning and 12 00 at night. 
Sunday is not automatacally a 
day off, but may be consid¬ 
ered a normal working day 
for an employee who is paid 
100%. The employee who 
works sink may be scheduled 
to work 6 of the 11 national 
off days In the event that 
Sunday is a normal work day, 
he has the right to at least one 
Sunday off per month. 

Important to note here is 
that, not all companies can 
apply for shift hours. This is 
specifically only for those 
companies that have a neces¬ 
sity far mare varied hours to 
offer their products to the 
local as well as the tourists 
m ark et. M a stly c a nip am e s 
that have a direct relationship 
to tourism or companies that 
have recreational activities 

As of January 2014, com¬ 
panies with the "following ac¬ 
tivities can practice shift 
work according to OL 2 013: 

- Small businesses in 
kiosks or m the free market; 

- Tour operators, rental 
transportation an land such as 


automobiles, trucks, contain¬ 
ers (without chauffeur), 

- R.ental of motor vehicles; 

- Rental of aquatic 
sport vehicles, ex cl. leasing 
(without driver). 

- Rental of air 
transportation (without per¬ 
sonnel) 

- Rental of recreation 
products such as bicycles, 
horses, pleasure yachts, sport 
utilities to be able to do these 
activities: 

- Cleaning of buildings, 
ind Activities/work tc disin¬ 


fect and pest control 

- Film or vide d projection 
in cinemas and other places 
of projection or in the open 
air 

- Production of theatrical 
presentations: 

- Sport activities and serv¬ 
ices related to this, fishing 
and hunting as a sport 

- Activities such as saunas, 
sun bathing, massage clinics, 
weight Idss clinics, escort 
services, wedding planners, 
shoe slime and porter services 

Continued on pg 4 
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Children’s & Youth Calypso and Roadmarch 
Contest Is this Saturday^ Jan. 18th 



Children's participants 



Youth participants 

ORANJESTAD -- Tins year 
the Children’s and Youth Ca¬ 
lypso and Roadmarch Con¬ 
test promise to be bigger in 
comparison with last year. 
Last year’s festival had only 
12 participants and this year 
we have the beautiful numb ei 
of 2fi, an excited spokesper¬ 
son for SAC said. 

The Children's category 
will consist of 14 participants 
and the line-up will be the 
following: 1. Xenon Daal, 2. 
Ro shendra Fi g ar o a, 3. J sh¬ 
in am Eisden, 4 Tashamra 
Rasmijn, 5. Syquelo Guer¬ 
rero, fi Jayleen Croes, 7. 
Ashantee Iv'Iaitus, S. Zxqu 
Guerrero, 9. Pnsilla Quant, 
10. Jair Dijkhofl; II. Xenon 
Qrfao, 12. Sakandi Chandler, 
13. Monique Madura and 15. 
Lacey Alb us. 

The youth category line 
up: 1 J a da M ej l a, 2. Vine ent 
Grovel, 3. Aidwayne Brete, 
4 Rudolfo Ganzalves, 5. fi. 
Joshua Bryson, 7. It alee 
Brown, S Izeilah Ruiz, 9. 
Jake Orfao, ID. Michael 


Quant and 11 Ivienne Her¬ 
nandez. 

All particpants will be ac¬ 
companied by Exquizit E and. 

The Festival will be held 
at the Entertainment Center 
in Dakota at 7 p.m Saturday. 
Gate will be opened horn fi 
p m. Tickets are available at 
SAC offices m Dakota or at 


the gate Children’s entrance 
is only Afl 5,- and adults Afl. 
10 . 

The community is invited 
to come out and show sup¬ 
port for the children in such a 
beautiful event while also 
supporting our grand Carni¬ 
val Jubileum Celebration 
tins year. 


&annawtl Schedule. 



Frf. Jan 17 - CWIIdren's Queen Election of 
St a. Cruz 

Sat, J an IS - 6:30 p.m.: Aruba's Children 
and Youth Calypso St Roadmarch Contest 
2014 (Aruba Entertainment Center) 

Sun, Jan 15 - 3:00 p,rm.: Signup 

Happening Caiso & Soca Monarch Contest 
2014 (Aruba Entertainment Center) 



come, 

stay with us! 

A viali dltidietl, qii'fi* 

{j partnnenl tffmpks 
testing ^ 

Gparlm-Bnta. 

p| M $e died us vM oi 



Decree in working hours. 

Cont. from pg 3 


Companies which may apply 
for tli e sin ft hours must keep 
in mind the rules and regula¬ 
tions according to OL2Q13 
such as the conditions regard¬ 
ing combined work from the 
beginning of the working re¬ 
lation slnp. 

As in the case where an 
employee has a contract 
which stipulates that work 
hours are from SOD am to 
4:00 p.m., the employer can¬ 
not obligate this employee to 
w r ork from 2:00 pm to 10:00 
pm with out reaching to a mu¬ 
tual agreement on this 

Companies whose activi¬ 
ties do not appear oil the 
above list, for example, su¬ 
permarkets and commerce in 
general, can not apply sin ft 
hours according to OL 2013 
For these companies Sunday 
remains a day of rest and if an 
employee is scheduled to 
work Dn Sunday he must be 
paid overtime at 200%. 

Increase of overtime 
compensation: 

As of January 1st 2014, 
the compensation for over¬ 
time on the half off day per 
week (before or after 1 00 
p.m.) will be increased by 
25% Tbs means that the 
compensation far an em¬ 
ployee who wnrks overtime 
on their half day off in the 
week is a total of 175% of his 
salary per hour. 

There is also an increase 
of 50% m the compensation 
far overtime an a national 
holiday. An employee who 
works overtime has the right 
to 25D% for every hour of 
overtime worked Tins per¬ 
centage is not valid for em- 
p 1 oy e es workm g their n o rmal 
hours on a holiday The law 
stipulates that pay for this is 
200%. In the event the em¬ 
ployee works longer than bs 
normal hours on a holiday, 
then we can talk about over¬ 
time and the employee's right 
to 2 5 0 % c o mp ensats o n. 

Salary limit for the ap¬ 
plication of OL 2013: 

In April 2013 the salary 
limit for the application of 


OL 2 013 was fixed at 2 times 
the minimum wage (which is 
Afls.l63fi,7D per month). 
Tbs means that ever/ em¬ 
ployee with a salary of more 
than Afl.3 273,40 per month 
does not fall under the protec¬ 
tion of the working hours 
rules, nor the rules pertaining 
to days or hours of rest, com¬ 
pensation for overtime, etc. 
These employees have the 
right to whatever is stipulated 
in their working contract 

It is imp ortant to note that 
the salary limit is valid only 
far OL 2013 Other labor 
law r s are not tied to a salary 
limit. 

OL 2013 stipulates that the 
factor to calculate the salary 
limit, the factor 2, had to be 
increased to 2 1 as of January 
1st 2014 Within 5 years it is 
projected to be a factor of 
2 5. 

In tbs manner, gradually, 
more employees will fail 
under the protection af the 
OL 2013 rules. 

There will be various ref¬ 
ormations and changes in 
2014 that will affect prima¬ 
rily the employer in the sense 
that the expense of salaries 
will increase We can men¬ 
tion here, for example, the 
AOV premium with 0,5% 
and the increase of the oblig¬ 
atory pension to 1% 

Along with this, the com¬ 
pensation for overtime will 
increase on the half day offm 
the week as well as on holi¬ 
days Also in the HQRECA 
and casino sectors where the 
salary per hour will increase 
as a consequence of the intro¬ 
duction of the new HORECA 
and Casino government De¬ 
cree 

Based an these changes, 
the majority of the members 
of tlie SER advised the Min¬ 
ister of Labor to not. increase 
the factor to calculate the 
salary limit for those subject 
under the law m January 
2014. The Minister in turn 
decided to follow the advice 
provided by the SER. Tins 
means that the salary limit 
will remain 2 times the mini¬ 
mum wage 
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Aruba to welcome 
Voyager... 

Conk from pg 2 



Diageo Delegates with the RomarTrading Johnnie Walker 


team 



Global Brand ManagerTom 
Jones will arrive with Voy¬ 
ager 

He is very pleased and proud 
that he will be in attendance 
when Voyager comes to call 
at Oranjestad Harbor on Sat- 
urd ay an d Bunday, F ebru ary 
15 and 16 Traveling with the 
ship is Johnnie Walker's 
Global Brand Ambassador, 
Tom Jones. 

The Caribbean Tour of 
Voyager will encompass a 
"■series of epic and luxurious 
Blue Label events which will 
pay tribute to the Walker 
family and the modern Super 
Deluxe blended whiskies, in¬ 
cluding Johnnie Walker Blue 



Betto Werner educates on 
the subtleties of fine whis¬ 
key 


Label, Johnnie Walker Gold 
Label Reserve and Johnnie 
Walker Platinum, while cele¬ 
brating some of the 
Caribbean and Latin world’s 
mast contemporary influ- 


encers who embody the pio¬ 
neering spirit of our brand " 
The events will be by invita¬ 
tion only. The only other is¬ 
land nations to welcome 
Voyager will be Trim dad and 
Tab ago, Antigua, Puerto Rico 
and Dominican Republic, be¬ 
fore it completes its journey 
in Miami, Florida 

The announcement of the 
upcoming visit took place at 
Texas de Brasil in Palm 
Beach, where island media 
was invited to sample the se- 



Head of the Caribbean for 
Johnnie Walker Christo¬ 
pher Crosbie 


lect Johnnie Walker labels to 
be featured during Voyager 
events. The special label 
Odyssey, which sells for a 
minimum of $ 1,0DO a battle, 
was unveiled, contained in a 
stunning handcrafted crystal 
decanter. Romar Trading's 
Betta Wernet conducted the 
formal tasting, expl aining the 
aver and under tones of the 
three win skies, and the opti¬ 
mal way to serve and savor 
these fine liquors 

The journey of Voyager as 
it makes its way to Aruba can 
be followed online viaTwit- 
t er: twitt er. c c m/whi sky ex- 
plarer. Facebook: 

faceb o ok. co m/whi sky ex¬ 
plorer and Instagram: 
@whi sky expi or er 

By Rosalie Klein 



Funniest Comedians at Westin Resort & Casino, Aruba! 


«r HU 

#3«K58r- 

sMComsavCsntral ' 




CHUCK NICE 

VHlVBest Wfeefc tor," 
NSC's "The fMaiy Shew," h&TV. 
TRU TVs. "World's Dumbest" 


E-rm Feature Film 

cjcret Lite Pi - r 
iST-TMilhBrnStiitar 


Jhow vtitri CXavTd 
S SSl»?««raL 


Had Enough Sun, Surf, and Sand? Then Catch New York City's 


TICKETS CQ/L, (I 
ONLY S 

Tue. Jan 14 to 
Wed.Jan 29 


(Reg. PLUS 
$40) GET 


E 1 Slot Play with EVERY 
i Comedy Ticket! 


9 pm EVERY NIGHT- D00KOPEN8 pm 
F01I BAR * NO MINIMUM - FIRST COME, FIRST 
SERVE SEATING ■ DINNER PACKAGES AVAILABLE 
SHOW FOR MATURE AUDIENCES 


PURCHASE TICKETS IK THE LOBBY 


Westin 


Aruban students doing very well 
at University of Curasao 



Last Monday Aruban Minis¬ 
ter of Education, Michelle 
Haayboer-Wmklaar visited 
the University of Curacao in 
connection with the:r 3 5 year 
celebration and the change of 
the University's name to Uni- 
versidad ds Corsow (UoC). 
The rector magnificus. Dr 
Francis de Lanoy met with 
the Minister and explained in 
detail the different programs 
o f the university He also ex¬ 
plained how the university is 
managed. 

According to the Factor, 
there is an enthusiasm in the 
technical area by female stu¬ 
dents from Aruba compared 
ta those from Curacao. 

The students are guided by 
the international department 


of the university upon their 
arrival. For two days they re¬ 
ceive a tour around Curacao, 
visiting important locations 
such as City Hall where they 
must register 

Tliere are currently 99 
Aruban students at the Uni¬ 
versity of Curacao A few live 
on campus and the others live 
either with family or in an 
apartment m the vicinity, 
making them very in depen¬ 
dant while studying in Cura¬ 
cao In addition ta the 
university's normal program, 
the university also offers a 
total of ID programs for stu¬ 
dents ta achieve their Masters 
degree 

The Cuaraco university is 
currently working with I PA in 


offering an online course 
leading to the Masters de¬ 
gree. There are 30 students in 
Aruba enrolled in this online 
parogram. These students can 
go to work during the day 
and at night follow the pro¬ 
gram. 

The Minister informed 
the Rector af some af the 
plans that the Aruban uni¬ 
versity has which are cur¬ 
rently under discussion 
Minister Hooyboei-Win- 
klsar was pleased with the in¬ 
terchange between the two 
institutions and indicated that 
it is good that there he even 
more exchange of mutual ex¬ 
periences of the two institu¬ 
tions 
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White House releases 
Iran implementation... 

Cant, from pg 1 


Gpp clients a f the interim nu¬ 
clear deal between the P5+1 
group of powers and Iran 
warn that it gave up too much 
to Iran in return for too lim¬ 
ited commitments to slow its 
nuclear activity. 

The White House is bat¬ 
tling hawkish senators from 
the Republican and Demo¬ 
cratic parties who want to 
slap new sanctions on Iran 
despite warnings from 
Obama that they could farce 
Tehran to walk away from 
talks on a permanent agree¬ 
ment. 

The P5+1 group includes 
the five permanent members 
of the UN Security Council, 
the United States, Britain, 
France, Russia, China and 
Germany. 

The interim deal, meant to 
buy time for detailed negoti¬ 
ations on thwarting what the 
West sees as Tehran's drive 
for nuclear weapons, will go 
into force on January 30. 

11 With tin s imp 1 em entati a n 
plan, we have made concrete 
progress," the White House 
said m its summary of the 
document 

" We will now fo cus on the 
critical work of pursuing a 
comprehensive resolution 
that addresses our concerns 
aver Iran's nuclear program " 

The summary was re¬ 
leased amid rising specula¬ 


tion that Secretary of State 
John Kerr/ could meet Iran¬ 
ian President Has sail 
Rouhani at the World Eco¬ 
nomic Forum m Davos next 
week 

State Department spokes¬ 
woman Jen Psaks said there 
were no meetings so far to 
announce but noted Kerry 
would be in the Swiss resort 
at the same time as" a numb er 
of Iranian officials" 

The summary confirmed 
that, under the deal, Iran 
would halt production of near 
30 percent uranium and start 
to dilute the uranium stock¬ 
pile it already has 

Iran has also committed 
not to enrich at half of the in¬ 
stalled centrifuges at its 
Natanz plant and three-quar¬ 
ters of installed centrifuges at 
the Fordow facility 

The Natanz and For do w 
sites will now be subject to 
daily IAEA access as op¬ 
posed to every few weeks. Its 
Arak reactor will be subject 
to monthly IAEA inspections 

Some sanctions relief will 
be available to Iran on the 
very first day of the accord. 

Once IAEA verification 
has taken place, the P5+I will 
start taking steps tD ease the 
sanctions strait] acket on Iran 
more broadly. 


India's Sonia Gandhi stalls son 
Rahul PM candidacy push 

NEW DELHI (AFP) - India’s ruling part?/ was set to put on 
a united front Friday at a mass meeting after its leader Soma 
Gandhi stalled a push to name her son Rahul as prime min¬ 
isterial candidate at looming elections 
The Congress party conclave, which will see thousands of 
members gather in the capital New Delhi, is being billed as 
an opportunity to plat a way to avoid humiliation when the 
country goes to the polls in May. 

After a decade m power, Congress is lagging well behind the 
mam opposition Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP) in the opinion 
polls, with voters turned o ft by an economic slowdown and 
a string of corruption scandals 

With Prime Minister Manmohan Singh retiring after two 
terms, the party had been expected to nominate the 43-year- 
old Rahul as its choice for premier at the conclave. 

But the prospects of such an elevation were dashed when it 
emerged that Soma Gandhi, who is the party's powerful pres¬ 
ident, had made her opposition to such amove clear at a com¬ 
mittee meeting of Congress leaders on Thursday. 

All the members of the CWC (Congress Working Commit¬ 
tee) wanted him to he announced as the PM candidate but 
the Congress president intervened,' Congress spokesman Ja- 
nardan Dwivedi told reporters. 

"She said: 'Tins is not the party's tradition (to announce its 
PM candidate before elections) Just because some party has 
declared the PM candidate, does not mean that Congress will 
do the same " 

While it had already been agreed that Rahul would lead the 
Congress campaign, there has been a growing push wi thin 
the party to name him as candidate for prime minister after 
the BJP declared Gujarat Chief Minister Narendra Modi as 
its choice back in September. 



Brazil acts to combat 'abusive” 
World Cup prices 


RIG DE JANEIRO (AFP) - 
Government-backed Brazil¬ 
ian consumer groups Dn 
Thursday struck a deal with 
Rio hoteliers to ban "abusive" 
pricing and prevent fans 
being ripped off during the 
up c q ming Wiorl d C up. 

Sky-high casts have be¬ 
come such a concern in the 
run-up to the event that the 
government set up a commis¬ 
sion headed by the presiden¬ 
tial chief of staff to keep 
prices in check. 

After talks with consumer 
organizations, the Rio branch 
of Brazilian hoteliers' associ- 
ationABIH agreed that hotels 
must charge no more during 
the World Cup than they do at 
New Year and during next 
month's carnival. 

"Brazil is investing for the 
next 50 years -- not just a 
month,' said Juliana Pereira 


of consumer affairs monitor 
Sen aeon, arguing that lasting 
tourist infrastructure will help 
Brazil more than price goug¬ 
ing 

"We must guarantee con¬ 
sumer rights are respected," 
added Pereira, noting there 
was a widespread perception 
at home and abroad that 
Brazil is an overpriced coun¬ 
try. 

In a separate development 
aviation authorities agreed to 
a request from airlines to au¬ 
thorize an extra 1,973 domes¬ 
tic flights between June 6 and 
July 30, a period which in¬ 
cludes the Cup. 

Some Brazilian airlines re¬ 
acted earlier this month to 
government pressure an fares 
by setting price ceilings -- 
though the maximum of 
$1,0DO for a domestic return 
or $450 far a single compares 


unfavorably with fares in 
many other countries. 

Brasihahas so far resisted 
allowing foreign airlines to 
operate domestic routes dur¬ 
ing the June 13 to July 13 
tournament. 

Brazil is shelling out an 
estimated $11 billion to stage 
the World Cup, and protests 
against such spending on a 
sportingj amboree rather than 
on health and education 
turned violent last year. 

Yet the country hopes to 
recoup its investment if some 
three million domestic and 
600,000 foreign tourists enss 
cross the giant, country. 

Many hotel and ticketpack- 
ages are b emg o ffered through 
world fibotb all body FIFA's ac- 
comma dati on ag en cy 

MATCH, over whose prices 
Brazilian state tourism body 
Embratur has no influence. 
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Vatican grilled on 
child abuse by UN 
watchdog 



GENEVA(AFP) - The Vatican 
insisted Thursday it is commit¬ 
ted to stamping out sexual 
abuse by the clergy, as top 
Church officials were grilled 
before the UN's child rights 
watehdo g. 

The hearing came as Pope 
Francis said all Catholics 
should feel "shame", in an ap¬ 
parent reference to the scan¬ 
dals that have rocked the 
Church for more than a 
decade. 

Under the spotlight at the 
United Nations Committee on 
the Rights of the Child in 
Geneva the Vatican delegation 
insisted it understood what it 
had to do to root out sexual 
crimes. 

The Roman Catholic 
Church has faced a cascade of 
scandals involving child sex¬ 
ual abuse by priests and 
Catholic lay officials, from Ire¬ 
land to the United States and 
from Australia to Germany. 

Like other signatories of the 
1939 UN Convention on the 
Rights of tiie Child, the Vati¬ 
can agrees to submit regular 
reports on its respect for the 
rules, and to be scrutinised by 
an 13 -in emb er watchd o g 
panel 

Thursday's session — a reg¬ 
ular review of the Holy See's 
rights record, and not exclu¬ 
sively focused on the abuse 
issue — marked the Vatican's 
second appearance before the 
committee. 

UN committee member Hi- 
ranthi Wijemanne charged that 
perpetrators were too often 
kIh elded by die Church In erarchy 

Past cases of abuse were 
often covered up by priests' su¬ 


periors, who typically trans¬ 
ferred offenders to new 
parishes, rather than turn them 
over to police 

S a dun a insisted tins was 
not Church policy. 

The Vatican's UN ambassa¬ 
dor, Mon sign or Silvano 
Tomasi, said the Holy See was 
legally responsible only for 
implementing the UN Conven¬ 
tion on the tiny territory of Vat¬ 
ican City -- a position long 
enti ci s ed by c amp ai gner s. 

But he said that as the cen¬ 
tral body of the Church the 
Vatican was working with its 
local branches to develop 
measures to stem sexual abuse, 

Benedict XVI, pontiff from 
2DO5 to 2013, was the first 
pDpe to apologise to victims 
and call for zero tolerance of 
abuse, though critics say that 
his rhetoric outstripped action. 

Pope Francis has vowed to 
take things further by setting 
up a special committee to in¬ 
vestigate crimes, enforce pre¬ 
vention measures and care for 
the victims. 

Pressed for details of the 
Vatican committee, Tomasi 
said the ground rules and 
membership were still being 
established. 

the long-standing policy of 
tire Holy See," he insisted 

Tire Vatican says it contin¬ 
ues to receive around 600 
claims against abusive priests 
every year, many dating back 
to the 1960s, 1970s and 1930s. 

Victims' groups say the 
issue is far from settled with 
cases of ongoing abuse emerg¬ 
ing regularly and the total tally 
potentially nr the hundreds of 
tiro us and s 




TAJ MAHAL; Taste of INDIA - if you 

like your Indian food authentic, or are looking 
for a new and unique dining experience, an 
evening at Taj Mahal will deliver a memorable 
meal. A seemingly endless menu offers scores of 
choices for fish, chicken, lamb and vegetarian 
dishes that are "the real deal:" discover that In¬ 
dian food goes way beyond curry! 

Taj Mahal'sTai Choice is a great way to start 
the meal and be initiated into the jays of Indian 
cuisine, offering a diverse selection of traditional 
favorites It contains hearty portions of Pakaras, 
crispy vegetarian fritters, AlooTikki, potato cut¬ 
lets, Chicken Tikka, tender chicken breast pieces 
seasoned just right, and shaped and seasoned 
ground lamb, charmingly dubbed “Sheik Ke¬ 
babs." All is served on abed of sliced onions and 
brought to your table on a sizzling platter, and 
you will wans to dish those sauteed onions on to 
one of their tasty Indian breads called Naan, leav¬ 
ing behind not a single crumb. 

Mam dishes are accompanied by a choice of 
nee, mixed vegetables rich with garlic, or Naan, 
plain buttered, onion or garlic, and you will want 

to order an extra 


you 


basket or two of tins tasty delight, on which 
can spoon your mam course, as well Pooii is 
crispy fried naan, and most definitely worth 
tire extra two dollars to sample with your 
me ai Lo c ate d b chin d th e Royal PI az a 
Mall, Taj Mahal offers a dining expe¬ 
rience that is truly out of the ordinary; 
feature an excellent and tasty se- 
for vegetarians too. if you are 
a fan o f Indian food, or have been toy¬ 
ing with trying it, Taj Mahal is the place 
for a very affordable dining experience and 
real dealt 

Call 58S-4494for reservations. 


Police crack Philippine 
live-streaming paedophile ring 


MANILA (AFP) - Police 
around die world Thursday 
said they had dismantled a 
paedophile ring that streamed 
live sexual abuse of Filipino 
children as young as six over 
the Internet, with victims' par¬ 
ents involved in some cases 

Fifteen victims aged be¬ 
tween six and 15 have been 
rescued as part of Operation 
Endeavour, Britain's National 
Crime Agency said, adding 
that 29 people had been ar¬ 
rested, including II in the 
Philippines. 

Three other ongoing investi¬ 
gations into paed op biles who 
pay to see abuse via webcams 
have identified 733 suspects, 


the agency added, warning of 
a 'significant and emerging 
threat" in developing nations 
Under Op eration Endeavour 
British police worked along¬ 
side counterp aits in the Philip¬ 
pines and Australia 

Gilbert Sosa, head of the 
Philippine police's anti-cyber- 
crime unit a said that severe 
poverty had forced many 
youngsters into prostitution or 
into working in so-called cy¬ 
bersex dens, a booming busi¬ 
ness believed to be focused on 
the central island of Cebu. 

Britain's crime agency said 
Op eration Endeavour began in 
2012 with tile discovery of ob¬ 
scene videos on a British pae¬ 


dophile's computer. 

The British man, Timothy 
Ford, was sentenced in March 
last year to eight and a half 
years in prison while an asso¬ 
ciate, Thomas Owens, was 
convicted four months later. 

Both men were said to have 
paid for live abuse of children 
on the internet, and had at one 
point planned to travel to the 
Philippines to carry out “con¬ 
tact abuse" of minors. 

Authorities m 13 countries 
were involved in the arrest of 
29 suspects, the British crime 
agency said. 

The agency called abuse in 
developing countries "a signif¬ 
icant and emerging tine at". 


US suspends 34 nuclear missile 
officers over exam cheating 


WASHINGTON (AFP)-The 
US military has suspended 34 
officers in charge of launching 
nuclear missiles far cheating 
on a proficiency test, Ar Force 
leaders said Wednesday. 

The scandal at Malmstrom 
Air Force Base in Montana 
marked the latest m a senes of 
damaging revelations dogging 
tire country's nuclear force, in¬ 
cluding a separate probe into 
illegal dings that came to light 
last week. 


Officials said it was the 
largest scale cheating scandal 
ever in the nuclear force, as it 
implicated roughly 20 percent 
of the Maim strain base's 190- 
member launch officer corps 
The Air Force also stripped 
the officers of their security 
clearances over the allegallons 
The cheating came to light 
as criminal investigators were 
looking into alleged illicit drug 
possession by some officers at 
Malmstrom and other bases. 


The Air Force has come under 
growing scrutiny over a spate of 
setbacks linked to the nuclear 
force, amid persistent reports of 
low morale among tire troops as- 
signed to die mission. 

In a recent embarrassing in¬ 
cident, the head of the 2Oth Air 
Force, Major General Michael 
Carey, who oversaw the coun¬ 
try's I and-based inter continen¬ 
tal ballistic missiles, was 
sacked in October' after he went 
on a drunken bender in a work 
trip to Russia 
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More than two drinks a day 
could speed memory loss:sfwr/y 



WASHINGTON (AFP) - Men 
who consume more than two 
alcoholic drinks per day while 
m middle age may speed up 
their memory lass in later life 
by up to ax years, said a study 
However, there were no dif¬ 
ferences m memory or mental 
functi on b etween non - drinkers 
and those wfiD drank less than 
two drinks, or 20 grams per 


day, said the findings in the 
journal Neurology 

For the study, more than 
5,000 middle-aged men were 
interviewed about their drink¬ 
ing habits three times over ID 
years. 

Then, they underwent 
memory and other cognitive 
tests beginning at an average 
age of 56. These tests were re¬ 


Michael Jackson doctor's 
conviction upheld 


LOS ANGELES (AFP) - A 
Cali form a appeals court unan¬ 
imously upheld Wednesday the 
involuntary manslaughter con¬ 
vict! cn of Michael Jackson's 
former doctor, saying there 
was evidence o fins guilt in the 
star's CQD9 death 

Conrad Murray got a four- 
year jail sentence in C□ 11 for 
the singer's death from an 
overdose of the anesthetic 
propofol administered by die 
medic 

The doctor, who was look¬ 
ing after Jackson as he re¬ 
hearsed m Lds Angeles for a 
senes o f comeb ack concerts m 
London, seived two of (he four 
year's m prison, and was let out 
early for good behavior and 
due to pnsoii overcrowding. 

He had appealed Ins sen¬ 
tence, saying there was insuf¬ 
ficient proof of his guilt and 
that the jury should have been 


isolated during the entire 
length of the trial. 

Murray's 11 callous disregard 
for Mr Jacksoil's health and 
safety was shown throughout 
the (rial horn the manner in 
winch he administered a num¬ 
ber of dangerous drugs to Mr 
Jackson without tire appropri¬ 
ate medical equipment, pre¬ 
cautions or personnel in place, 
and to the manner m which he 
left Mr Jackson unattended," 
the judges said 

The panel also found that 
tire evidence presented at sen¬ 
tencing showed til at Murray 
"failed to take responsibility 
and displayed a lack of re¬ 
morse throughout die proceed¬ 
ings." 

M uiray's 1 awy er Vai en e 
Wass said the decision was 
"disappointing but not unex¬ 
pected." 


H1N1 "swine flu" prevention 



CONCORDE (AFP) - Rosa Salazar (L) receives a flu shot 
from Walgreens pharmacist Robert Fox at a Walgreens 
Pharmacy yesterday in Concord, California. Public 
health officials are encouraging residents to get flu 
shots as an aggressive strain of the HI Ml "swine flu" 
has killed 15 people in the San Francisco Bay Area. 


peated twice over the next ID 
years 

“Our study focused on mid¬ 
dle-aged participants and sug¬ 
gests that heavy drinking is 
associated with faster decline 
in all areas of cognitive func¬ 
tion in men," said study author 
Severing Sabi a of the Univer¬ 
sity College London. 

The mental abilities of 
heavy drinkers declined be¬ 
tween one-and-a-half to six 
years faster than those who 
had fewer drinks p er day. 

Men who drank 3d grams 
of alcohol or more per day saw r 
the steepest declines in then 
memory and brain function. 

Some 3,000 women w T ere 
also included in the study, but 
there were not enough heavy 
drinkers among them to ana¬ 
lyse their rates of mental de¬ 
cline compared to moderate or 
non-drinkers 

Neurology is the medical 
journal of the American Acad¬ 
emy of Neurology. 


900 pupils 
hit by 
suspected 


poisoning 
in Japan 

TOKYO, January id, 3014 
(AFP) - More than 900 pupils 
at elementary scha ols in a cen¬ 
tral Japanese city have fallen 
ill m a suspected outbreak of 
mass food poisoning, officials 
said Thursday. 

The number of students who 
reported vomiting and diar¬ 
rhoea reached 905 by late 
Thursday at 14 elementary 
schools in Hamamatsu, a sea¬ 
side city around 3DO kilome¬ 
tres (135 miles) southwest of 
Tokyo, the local education 
board said. 

About 40 teachers and staff 
at these schools also showed 
symptoms of food poisoning, 
said the board. 

The affected schools were 
closed Thursday and will re¬ 
main shut until at least the end 
of Fnday. 

We have detected norowus 
in five stool samples taken 
from some of the affected 
pupils," Hamamatsu city 
health official Toshihiko Fu- 
ruta said. 

The incident follows reports 
of more than 1,400 people 
falling sick across Japan after 
eating frozen food suspected to 
have been laced with pesti¬ 
cides. 
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French court rules 
out euthanasia for 
quadriplegic 


REIMS (AFP) - A French 
court Thursday ruled against 
ending the life of a 3 S-year-old 
quadriplegic who has t een in a 
vegetative state for years and 
whose family have been di¬ 
vided about his fate 

Doctors treating Vincent 
Lambert, as well as his wife, 
wanted to cut off intravenous 
fa od and water supplies but Ins 
deeply religious Catholic par¬ 
ents and other family members 
opposed the decision and took 
the matter to court. 

A 3DO5 law m France le- 
gali s es pas si v e euth an asi a, 
where a person causes death 
by widill ol ding or withdrawing 
treatment that is necessary to 
maintain life. 

The doctors m the hospital 
in the northeastern city of 
Reims wanted to take the step 
on the basis of this law. Lam¬ 
bert has been in a vegetative 
state since a road accident five 
years ago 

But a court m Chalans-en- 
Champagne near R.emis "or¬ 
dered the doctors to maintain 
food and water" intravenously, 
said Jean Paillot a lawyer for 
Lamb ert's parents 

The hospital authorities can 
now appeal the decision before 
France's Constitutional Comal. 

The case comes amid grow¬ 


, \; 



% 



ing debate in France over le¬ 
galising euthanasia and as¬ 
sisted suicide after several 
tragic end-o f-hfe stones 
Assisted suicide, which is 
legal in Switzerland, allows a 
doctor to provide a patient with 
all die necessary lethal sub¬ 
stances to end their life, but lets 
them carry out the final act. 

Euthanasia goes a step fur¬ 
ther, and allows doctors them¬ 
selves to administer the lethal 
doses of medicine. Tins prac¬ 
tice, legal in the Netherlands, 
Belgium and Luxembourg, is 
the most controversial 
French President Francois 
Hollande promised during Ins 
3013 presidential campaign to 
look into legalising euthanasia 
and tin s we ek reiterated hi s p o - 
sitifl n, but stre ss s d that it would 
have to be monitored under 
“strict" guidelines. 
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'American Hustle,' 'Gravity' lead 
crowded Oscars race 



Matthew McConaughey and Jared Leto both scored noms 
in the best dramatic weight loss Oscar bait category for 
Dallas Buyers Club 


LOS ANGELES (AFP) - 
Cntne caper ■American Hus¬ 
tle- and 3D space spectacular 
"Gravity" tapped the Oscars 
nommations li st Thursd ay with 
10 each, leading s crowded 
field of contenders far Holly¬ 
wood's most coveted honors. 

Historical drama 11 12 Years a 
Slave" was close behind with 
lime nominations in a year 
chock full of critically ac¬ 
claimed movies, leaving no 
clear frontrunners ahead of the 
Academy Awards on March 2 

'Amencan Hustle" already 
had momentum after winning 
three maj or prizes at last week¬ 
end's Golden Globes, Tinsel¬ 
town's second most high 
profile awards show, while the 
harrowing "12 Years a Slave" 
took best drama. 

All four key “American 
Hustle" actors — Amy Adams, 
Clm sh an Bale, J enni fer 
Lawrence and Bradley Coop er 
— won nods 

“ Hu stl e," " Gravity" and 

"Slave" were among nine 
movies nominated for the best 
picture Oscar, along with 
"Captain Phillips," "Dallas 
Buyers Club," "Her," -Ne¬ 
braska, ■ " Phil o mena," and 

"The Wolf of Wall Street." 1 

Under recently changed 
rules, the best picture category 
can include between five and 
10 films. The fact that nine are 
in tiie race this y ear underlines 
the strength of die competition. 

Somali pirate drama "Cap¬ 
tain Phillips," AIDS activist 
film "Dallas Buyers Club" and 
black and white road movie 
"Nebraska" won six Oscar 
nods each, according to a list 
released by the Academy of 
Motion Picture Aits and Sci¬ 
ences. 

Martin Scorsese's epic about 
financial greed "The Wolf of 
Wall Street" and futuristic love 
story "Her" each got five nom¬ 
inations, which were an¬ 
nounced in a pre-dawn 
ceremony in Beverly Hill s. 


But there were also snubs: 
two-time Oscar winner Tom 
Hanks failed to win a nomina¬ 
tion for his roles m "Captain 
Phillips" or “Saving Mr 
Banks," while awards season 
perennials Ethan and Joel 
Coen got only two nods for 
"Inside Llewyn Davis’ — nei¬ 
ther of them m the mam cate¬ 
gories 

Veteran actor Robert Red- 
ford also did not make die best 
actor shortlist for Ins p owerful 
solo performance in shipwreck 
movie "All is Lost" Britain's 
Emma Thompson, who played 
Mar/ Poppms author PL Tra¬ 
vers m Saving Mr Banks," 
also was shut out. 

For best actor, the nominees 
were Bale, Bruce Deru for 
"Nebraska." Leonardo Di- 
Caprio for “The Wolf of Wall 
Street," Chiwetel Ejiofor for 
“12 Years a Slave" and 
Matthew McConaughey for 
"Dallas Buyers Club." 

Botli DiCaprio and Mc- 
C on au gh ey wo n G o 1 den 
Globes for their performances. 
At die Globes, the mam acting 
prizes are split between drama 
and musical/comedy films. 

Up for the best actress 
Oscar are Adams, Cate 
Blanchett for "Blue Jasmine," 
Sandra Bullock for "Gravity," 
Judi Dench for ■Philomena" 


and Meryl Streep for "August 
Osage County" 

Adams and Blanchett took 
home Globes on Sunday. 

Nominated for best director 
were Russell, Alfonso Cuaron 
for "Gravity," Alexander 
Payne for "Nebraska," Briton 
Steve McQueen for "12 Years 
a Slave" and Scorsese for "Hie 
Wolf of Wall Street" 

Oscar winner Lawrence, 
who won the best supporting 
actress Globe,, is a favorite in 
the same category at the Acad¬ 
emy Awards 

But she will have stiff com¬ 
petition from Sally Hawkins 
("Blue Jasmine"), Lupita Ny- 
ang'a ("11 Years a Slave"), 
Julia Roberts {" August Osage 
County") and June Squibb 
("Nebraska"). 

For best supporting actor, 
the nominees are Cooper, 
Barkhad Abdi for "Captain 
Phillips," Michael Fassbender 
far " 12 Years a Slave,' Jon all 
Hill for "The Wolf of Wall 
Street" and Jared Leto for 
"Dallas Buyers Club." 

The best, foreign language 
film nominees include Italy's 
"The Great Beauty," which 
won the Globe. It is up against 
"The Broken Circle Break¬ 
down" from Belgium, Den¬ 
mark's "The Hunt, 11 
Cambodia's "The Missing Pic¬ 
ture" and Palestine's "Omar." 





73 Fully furnished apts. Kitchen / Airco l Cable TV 
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Wednesday night to the surprise of no one, Duck Dy¬ 
nasty returned with a season 5 premiere that made no 
mention of the controversy that nearly drowned the top- 
rated nonfiction series in cable history in a flood of bad 
press. In December, Phil Robertson, the rascally, love¬ 
able patriarch who leads the cast went one toke over the 
line while chatting with GO magazine. In the interview , 
the "squirrel-eating, Bible-thumping, told GQ that homo¬ 
sexuality is a sin, and compared it to bestiality. 


Michelle Obama turns 50 Today as one of America's 
most respected women. But the popular first lady has 
yet to break free of the confines of one of the toughest 
jobs in politics. Obama, married for 21 years and with 
two daughters, Malia, 15 and Sasha, 12, is a history 
maker in her own right as the first African A m eri cart first 
lady. Michelle Obama, fresh from a few days with close 
girl friends in Hawaii, is expected to celebrate her half- 
century with a party at the White House on Saturday. 
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Australian heatwave set to worsen as fires rage 



hottest-ever day — 46 l Cti- 


SYDNEY (AFP) - Australians 
sweltering through a severe 
heatwave were warned Thurs¬ 
day that the worst is yet to 
come, with hundreds of fires 
raging in several states and tem¬ 
peratures neanng record highs. 

Most of soutlieast Australia 
has been sizzling in a heat¬ 
wave tliat triggered a devastat¬ 
ing wildfire on die west coast, 
razing 55 homes and daiming 
one life on Sunday 

The mercury has soared 
above 40 degrees Celsius (104 
Fahrenheit) for successive 
days in South Australia and 
there is a total ban on recre¬ 
ational fires in neighbouring 
Victoria where players at the 
Australian Open fainted and 



ON 15 A7V A LOCAL 

NBC LICENSEE 


WEEK NIGHTS 7:15 PM 


vomited m blistering condi¬ 
tions. 

Play was halted an Thurs¬ 
day afternoon due to the ex¬ 
treme heat, and a Melbourne 
school gardener, aged 7 6, died 
after collapsing on Wednesday 
in die grounds. 

Commuters were urged to 
leave work early to ease peak- 
hour pressure on trams and 
trams, with the heat exp ected to 
cause significant delays and a 
wild evening hailstoim forecast. 

Health officials in South 
Australia said 129 people had 
presented to hospital m the 
past three days with heat ex¬ 
haustion and dehydration. 

In Victoria state, currently 
experiencing its longest stretch 
of hot days since 1902, there 
were 109 cases and ambulance 
services reported almost dou¬ 
ble the average number of 
call-outs for heart attacks 
Wildfires raged across both 
states, with South Australia^ 
Country Fire Service saying 
there were some £00 blazes of 
concern and an “escalating fire 
pattern over the next 4£ 
hours", with total fire bans 
across the state horn Friday 
State capital Adelaide had 
been forecast to eclipse its 


sms, recorded m January 1939 
-- but it fell shoil with the mer¬ 
cury peaking at 44.2 degrees 

It was still hot enough to 
win the title of hottest city on 
Earth on Thursday for a brief 
period, according to the 
weather bureau 

Cyclists and spectators in 
Adelaide for next week's Tour 
Down Under road race were 
urged to be extra careful ven¬ 
turing into the heat, warnings 
that were echoed for the large 
crowds m Melbourne for the 
Australian Open. 

In Victoria, 1,0 DO fires han/e 
been reported in the past 24 
hours — mostly due to light¬ 
ning strikes - and 39 had taken 
hold, with five declared emer¬ 
gencies 

Td is expected to bring hor¬ 
rific conditions for fire crews, 
with strong gusts and a wind 
change forecast before a cool 
front arrives. 

Officials are warning of 
some of the worst fire weather 
in the state since 20D9, when 
the so-called Black Saturday 
inferno killed 173 people and 
razed entire towns. 

A heatwave ahead of that 
disaster killed 374 people m 


Victoria and another 64 in 
South Australia. 

The Climate Council think- 
tank said new research had 
showed that heatwaves were 
becoming longer and more fre¬ 
quent m Australia, with heat, 
records toppling three times as 
often as cold records and the 
number of hot days more than 
doubling. 

"Australia has always had 
hot weather. However, climate 
change is loading the dice to¬ 
wards more extreme hot 
weather," said the council's 
Will Steffen. 


Face book ramps 
Twitter challenge 
with trends 
feature 

SAN FRANCISCO, (AFP)- 
Facebook began weaving 
hot topics into profile 
pages as it ramped up its 
challenge to Twitter as an 
online forum for tuning 
into current events. 

The leading online so¬ 
cial network began adding 
a ’’Trending" feature that 
identifies topics spiking in 
popularity and then dis¬ 
plays them next to the 
Mews Feed on profile 
pages. 

"The list is personalized, 
jndudmg topics based on 
things you're interested in 
and what is trending 
across Facebook overall," 
engineering manager 
Chris Struhar said in a 
blog post. "You can click 
on any headline to seethe 
most interesting posts 
from your friends or 
(Facebook) Pages that are 
talking about that particu¬ 
lar topic.” 

The trending feature 
was being added to the 
Facebook website in "se¬ 
lect countries” for mem¬ 
bers using desktop or 
laptop computers and 
being tested on mobile de¬ 
vices, where screen spac e 
is more precious. 

Facebook has been 
working to be a preferred 
venue for real-time ex¬ 
changes about the latest 
happenings, a niche dom¬ 
inated by Twitter. 


3 people in custody as 
wildfire north of L.A. 
grows 



LOS ANGELES- Up to 2,000 people were ordered out of 
their homes in Glendora as a fast-moving fire burned 
through more than 1,700 acres In the Angeles National 
Forest northeast of Los Angeles. Three men have been 
arrested on suspicion of recklessly starting a fire. The 
men told police they had set a campfire and were tossing 
papers when a breeze kicked up and started the brush 
fire, police said. They were booked in the Glendora city 
jail in lieu of $20,000 bail. One person suffered some 
bums and was taken to a local hospital for treatment. 
A bout 700 fire personnel are battling the blaze as well as 
more than a dozen aircraft. The city of Glendora, mean¬ 
while declared a state of emergency and activated the 
city's emergency operations center. 
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Da#7y 


Current as oft 
01/16/2014 

Currtit]r 

Buying 

rub 

faanknntu 

Cfitf u#v 

SeJBng 

Rat* 

U.S.A. 

USD 

1.77 

1.71 

1,10 

Dutch Antilles 

ANG 

tt.it 

ito.tt 

lOOJt 

Canada 

CAD 

1*77 

1.71 

1.65 

Britiain 

GBP 

2 .It 

2.15 

2.96 

Switzerland 

CHF 

1S1.71 

1*2.43 

197-47 

Netherlands 

EUR 

2)UI 

232.tt 

244.64 

Sweden 

SEK 

zi.ti 

26.63 

2t.*« 

Denmark 

DKK 

lt.it 

36.95 

31.42 

Norway 

NOK 

lt.t7 

31.39 

29X1 

Japan 
(per 10 , 000 ) 

JPY 

214.11 

216.64 

172.04 


All rates for amounts up to AWG 100.UU per item. 


Dutch business leaders 
slam cabinet polices, 
support at record low 


THE HAGUE - Dutch busi¬ 
ness leaders are extremely un¬ 
happy with the current 
right-left coalition's policies 
and think tire cabinet is failing 
to tackle the crisis. 

Employers 1 organisation 
VNG-NCW questioned 471 
company bosses about their at- 
tidudes to the WD-PvdA gov¬ 
ernment and current policy In 
total, the cabinet scored just 
4 .9 out of 1Q - a record low ac¬ 
cording to die Telegraaf 

Prime minister Mark Rutte 
was rated 5.4, well below most 
of Iris senior ministers Top 
ranked minister was finance 
chief Jensen Dijsselbloem, 
who scored 6.6. 

'Our members are never 
happy about tax increases but 
tiie automatic way these have 
been applied over the past year 


has really annoyed them/ 
chairman Bernard Wientjes 
told the Telegraaf 

While entrepreneurs are 
pleased with progress made on 
the infrastructure and reducing 
the crime rate, S6% said not 
enough is being done to cut red 
tape. In addition, business 
leaders think ministers are 
doing little tD tackle the eco¬ 
nomic crisis and boast con¬ 
sumer confidence 
Around one m four of those 
questioned said they would 
vote for the WD m a new 
general election - compared 
with 65% who did so at the last 
national vote Tire Liberal 
democratic party D66 have 
doubled their support from 
11% to 25% Tire Christian 
Democrats are supported by 
one m five entrepreneurs 


Dutch Average retirement 
age rises to almost 64 


THE HAGUE - Tire average 
retirement age rose again to 
63.9 years m 2013, an increase 
of 0 3 percentage point on 
2012, die national statistics of¬ 
fice CB S said on Wednesday. 
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Nevertheless, over half of 
tire working population still 
stop working before they turn 
65, the CBS figures show The 
state pen stair age is currently 
65 and two months and is ris¬ 
ing to 67 over the next few 
years 

In 2006, the average retire¬ 
ment age was 61 but has been 
rising steadily since then Just 
6% of workers now retire be¬ 
fore they reach the age of 6 0. 


Gulf between rich and poor is 
biggest global risk: WEF 


LONDON (AFP) - The grow¬ 
ing gulf between the rich and 
the poor represents the biggest 
global risk this year, the World 
Economic Forum declared 
Thursday all ead of tins mo nth's 
Davo s summit 

Tire institution issued the 
gloomy warning in its annual 
Global Risks survey published 
before its annual get-together 
of decision-makers at the 
Swiss mountain resort of 
Davos from January 2:2-25 

"Tire chronic gap between 
the incomes of the richest and 
poorest citizens is seen as die 
risk that is most likely to cause 
serious damage globally in the 
coming decade," the WEF 
concluded. 

In its Global Risks 2014 re¬ 
port, which is hased on a sur¬ 
vey of more than 70Q experts 
from industry, government, ac¬ 
ademia and civil society the 
WEF outlined possible events 
that could damage the world 


economy this year. 

After income disparity, the 
next most likely risk that could 
cause systemic shock across 
tire globe was extreme 
weather, followed by unem¬ 
ployment and underemploy¬ 
ment, climate change, and 
cyber attacks. 

The WEF added that the 
global risk that was of "highest 
concern" to respondents was 
the potential for more fiscal 
crises, m die wake of die euro¬ 
zone debt drama 

"Economic, societal and en¬ 
vironmental risks dominate the 
list of global risks that die re¬ 
spondents are most concerned 
about, with fiscal crises emerg¬ 
ing as die top issue," the WEF 
said 

“Despite the efforts of many 
eurozone countries tD control 
their deficit and debt levels, 
concerns regarding fiscal 
crises persist. 

"They are also fuelled by the 


high levels of public debt m 
Japan and the US ; where polit¬ 
ical gridlock has exacerbated 
perceptions. 

“Fiscal crises can severely 
affect the stability of die global 
economy/' it warned 

In addition, the WEF also 
cautioned about the potential 
for profound political and so¬ 
cial instability. 

There was a possibility of 
the failure of a major financial 
mechanism or institution that 
could spark fresh mayhem on 
world financial markets 

“Five years after the col¬ 
lapse of' Lehman Brothers, 
with its system-wide impacts, 
the failure of a major financial 
mechanism or institution also 
features among the risks that 
the respondents are most con¬ 
cerned about, as uncertainty 
about the quality of many 
banks' assets remains," die re¬ 
port read. 


Unemployment insurance not 
dead, US Democrats vow 


WASHINGTON (AFP) - US 
Democrats insisted Thursday 
that efforts tD extend unem¬ 
ployment benefits were not 
dead despite their failure to 
pass Congress, warning that 
ignoring jobless struggles in an 
election year would be politi¬ 
cal dynamite. 

Extended benefits beyond 
the standard 26 weeks of job¬ 
less aid expired in late Decem¬ 
ber for more than 1 3 million 
Americans and counting 

President Barack Obama has 
called reviving the program a 
priority, but negotiations on 
howto do sd deadlocked Tues¬ 
day as Democrats and Repub¬ 
lic Bins clashed over how to pay 
for the additional aid. 

With Congress going on a 
week-long break, die issue will 
not be debated again until Jan¬ 
uary 27 at the earliest, but Sen¬ 
ate Majority Leader Harry 
Reid said he intends to take up 
the matter when lawmakers re¬ 
turn to Washington. 

Two different proposals col¬ 
lapsed tins week. While most 
Senators are amenable to ex¬ 
tending the emergency bene¬ 
fits, Republicans are insisting 
that they he offset by other 


savings and that they do not 
add to the deficit. 

One proposal by nine Re¬ 
public ans would have offered 
savings by preventing people 
from receiving both unem¬ 
ployment benefits and disabil¬ 
ity aid, coupled with additional 
spending cuts. Democrats re¬ 
jected it because some of the 
cuts would lilt programs that 
help the poor. 

Nancy Pelosi, top Democrat 
m the House of Representa¬ 
tives; said there was "no way" 
lawmakers would leave tins 
issue hanging over their heads 
m November, when voters -- 
already frustrated with a 
poorly performing Congress -- 
go to the polls. 


House Speaker John 
Boelmsr, the top Republican m 
Congress, has stressed he 
would consider an extension of 
benefits if they were sensibly 
paid for, but he reiterated 
Thursday that he has yet to see 
such a plan, and was not con¬ 
vinced of the merits of the S en- 
ate proposals. 

The long-term unemployed 
have emerged as one of the 
major hindrances to the US 
economic recovery, as statis¬ 
tics show jobless Americans 
are averaging 3 S weeks to find 
new work. 

Senator Chuck Schumer 
said Republicans might be 
swayed next week when they 
heai' from constituents. 





2 Bedroom, 1 bathroom 
Mabon Kavel - Brazil 
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ACROSS 
1 Cawing 
bird 

5 “The Lion 
King” lion 

10 Navajo foe 

11 Groups of 

eight 

13 Stove 
section 

14 Riches 

15 “_from 

Heaven” 

17 Clock 
numeral 
is Upshot 

13“_ 

Griffin's 

Cross¬ 

words” 

20 Will 

benefici¬ 

aries 

23 Ocean 
cu rrents 

24 Charitable 
gifts 

25 Pea holder 
20 Edge 

27Jane 
Fonda's 
video garb 
31 Oozes, as 
confi¬ 
dence 
S3 On-line 
auction 
house 


34 SlOW 
dance of 
Mozart's 
day 

35 Skating 
arena 

36 Smells 
terrible 

37 Parcel 
(out) 

DOWN 

1 Lamb or 

pork_ 

2 Wander 

3 Ready for 
business 

4 Cham¬ 
pions 

5 Seeded 


see our website: 

www.themorrungnewsaruba.com 


Center for Hemodialysis 

Posada Clinic Aruba 
Tel.5B0-2fl40fPager 127-2446 

INFORMATION 

Telephone 118 

Twelve Step Meetings 

24 hours helpline 583-8989 

Fellowship Clinic S.N, 
Free treatment of 
Alcoholism 
and Drug Addiction 
Anonymity guaranteed 
Tel. 584-5440 

SOS TELEAYUDO SOS 

Telephone Helpline 
583-1190 

Mon.-Thu. 9 p.m.-12 midn. 
Fh.-Sun. 9 p.m.-2 a.m. 

CAS MARIE 

Alzheimer's Day 
Care Center 
Tel: 5696910 



Important 

Telephone 

Numbers 


HOSPITAL 

Horado Qduber Hospital 

Tel 5274000 
EMERGENCY 

Telephone 911 
POLICE HDQS 

Telephone 10D 

TAXI 

C.V. TAS 

587-1998, 587-5900 
In Dranjestad: 

Tel. 582-2116, 582-1604 

582-5447 

In San Nicolas 

Tel. 584-5160, 584-6602 

professional taxi services 

Tel. 588-0035 

At Anon Meetings 

Mondays 0-7pm 
Sabttna Liber £ ifi Noord 
Tel: 56733507 5338963 


6 Frozen 
desserts 

7 NYC 
transit org, 

8 Contra¬ 
dicted 

9 Clothe 
12 Prison 

weapons 
16 Office¬ 
holders 

19 Certain 
exam 

20 Sheik's 
group 

21 Alchem¬ 
ist's 

prepara¬ 


tion 

22 Exempt 

23 Moreover 
25 Annoying 

ones 

27 Oniontike 
vegetable 

28 He loved 
an Irish 
Rose 

29 Scold 

30 Jerry Van 

32 Payable 
now 


S udokt# 



1 

2 

3 

-4 

10 




13 




IS 





MS 



a 



20 

21 

— 


r 

rli 

M i 

24 




■ 

25 

215 



H 

27 


31 






34 






■ 






7 


1 



4 







7 



4 


9 




2 




7 

8 


6 

4 


3 





5 

1 






2 

3 





2 


9 

5 


4 

5 




7 




1 


6 



9 







1 



5 


7 




O 


i 

* 

5 

s 1 s ■ 

£ 

i l 

E 

e 

e 

0 r 9 

» 

t 


V 

J 0 c 

a 

s •• 

* 

£ 

£ 

. fir 

L 

a o 

c 

£ 

9 

9 l ¥ 

9 

1 - 3 

l 

9 

1 

f C ft 

L 

£ 

B 

£ 

9 

» l sr 

s 

* S 

. | ... 

Z 9 

6 


V 

e 9 l 
y s : a 

e 

3 

fl 

i 

l 

C f 


Complete the grid so that every 
row and every column contains 
the numbers 1 through 9 
A number is Never repeated! 
in a row or column, 

In addition every rectangle must 
contain the numbers 1 through 9 






















































































































































































Friday, January 17, 2014 


THE MORNING NEWS /WRITE-UPS 


13 


5 Burgers Aruba: Now your best breakfast bargain! 



Delicious Breakfast 


--A favorite stop for a great 
burger far lunch or dinner has 
just expanded their hours and 
menu to offer some of the best 
breakfast bargains to be found 
m Palm Beach Owners Aaron 
and Ro sie Wall sever are living 
their dream a home on para¬ 


dise while welcoming 
all and sundry to their 
proud undertaking, 5 
Burgers Aruba. The cou¬ 
ple's fanatical dedication 
to giving their customers 
what they really want 
has resulted m a unique 
menu from an interna¬ 
tionally known franchise 
with a “5”, winch now 
includes breakfast. 

“ Ydu never get a sec¬ 
ond chance to make a 
first impression," be¬ 
lieves Aaron. Upon en¬ 
tering 5 Burgers Aruba 
in Tire Village Mall in 
Palm Beach, one is 
struck by utterly spotless 
surroundings and a smil¬ 
ing, friendly, attentive 
service crew. Of course, 
the main item on the menu 
is burgers-the way they were 
meant to be, thick and juicy, 
made fresh daily and 100% 
pure beef the kind that made 
the hamburger a traditional 
American treat 

However, beginning at 


Sam, patrons can now order 2 
eggs any style (omelets with 3 
fillings are (7.99) and toast for 
a price of only 14.99 or All 
You Can Eat Pancakes for 
$d 99! Anew plate called the 
“Home Run" comes with 2 
eggs, bacon or sausage, 2 pan¬ 
cakes, toast dk, home fires - for 
only $9.99 ! Best of all - un¬ 
limited coffee or tea - that is, 
refill able and never ending is 
only $ 791 Breakfast is served 
from Sam until noon Famous 
for their fires made from fresh 
potatoes, Aaron has been 
working for months on devis¬ 
ing the most irresistible home 
fires recipe, chunky and tender 
with skins still on; after much 
testing and tasting, he got the 
thumbs up from Ins harshest 
critic, Rosie, so tins is another 
treat you have to try. 

A glance at their burger 
menu will certainly tempt you 
to return for lunch or dinner, to 
sample their famous specialty 
items such as the Gouda, 
Farmer's or Man Burger (al¬ 
most 13 ounces of choice 


beef), and a Western Burger 
with Aarons' secret-recipe 
crispy am on rings. All of these 
can be p ersonahzed with an in¬ 
credible array of toppings, 
(mushrooms, jala-peno pep¬ 
pers, bacon, cheese, lettuce, 
tomato whatever, the list 
goes on) at absolutely no extra 


ENORMOUS ^ Aaron suggests 
that even their small serving of 
fries is enough to be shared by 
two. He was very amused to 


watch a famous French chef 
demonstrating the best way to 
make fried potatoes on a gour¬ 
met cooking show and could 
only comment “He stole my 
recipe!” 

Try them the English way- 
with vinegar, and you'll won¬ 
der how you ever ate fries 
without it TTiis same 5-star 
chef also swears by Gouda as 
the best topping for the 
ideal gourmet cheeseburger 
5 Burgas is now open 
early until 10-ish Sunday- 
Tliursday; and until 3am 
on Friday & .Satin - days. 
Delivery is available to 
most Hotels and most 
beaches! Enjoy a great 
lunch without ever leaving 
the beach by calling 53 d- 
3904. However, we sug¬ 
gest you stop by and enjoy 
th etr auth enti c, h eartfel t 
hospitality; it is not unusual 
for either owner to sit and 
chat, sharing their knowledge 
of the island while making 
sure patrons are happy with 
their meal 


cost 

5 Burger portions are 





Gold Coast Aruba: This is the time to invest 



— Management of Gold Coast 
Aruba, the island's newest and 
most innovative gated com¬ 
munity, reports that sales have 
been veiy good and encourag¬ 
ing as the global economy re¬ 
covers and people looking to 
purchase vacation homes have 
found that Gold Coast is an 
outstanding investment value 
Director of Sales, Fito Groes 
has noticed a surprising per¬ 
centage o f owners in reality do 
not spend a great, amount of 
time personally to use the vil¬ 
las or town homes they pur¬ 
chase, but are taking 
advantage of Gold. Coast’s 
rental services to turn their in¬ 
vestment into ready income. 

“The greater portion of' 
home owners are using their 
“home away from home" in 
Aruba to escape the winter 
months, or spend ha lid ays 
with the family an the i si and, " 
he remarked, "hut 1 am grati¬ 
fied by how many are buying 
because they felt secure with 
real estate investment, on 
Aruba. They really study the 
history and economy of the is¬ 
land and are impressed with 
the political stability and con¬ 
tinually increasing value of 
prime locations Gold Coast is 
in tiie heart of Malm ok, con¬ 
sidered Aruba's most exclu¬ 
sive community where the 
value of properties has only in¬ 
creased over time, it is only 
minutes to the best beaches 
and all the action, and yet of¬ 
fers a quiet and secluded get¬ 


away; we are very pleased by 
the response to our concept." 

Fito, with ins sister Mayrin 
and brother Rudy operate Cas 
Bon, which has been con¬ 
structing homes and building 
developments for all budgets 
for n e arly twenty y ear s. “ Go 1 d 
C d ast Arub a l s the j ewel m our 
crown, 11 obselves Fito. “We 
were very excited about tins 
pro) ect and the scop e of actual 
and planned facilities and 
amenities We have spoken to 
countless island visitors to find 
out what they would really 
want in a p ermanent residence 
on Aruba, and took from 
there." 

Input from frequent vaca¬ 
tioners who have dreamed of 
their own home m Aruba con¬ 
tributed to the realization of 
Go 1 d C d ast Arub a winch when 


complete will be a community 
of 3(50 town homes, villas and 
condominiums with a stunning 
clubhouse complemented by 
two additional community 
poal areas, The Clubhouse is 
about to stall construction and 
will offer tD the community 
homeowners and visitors 2 
tennis courts, full service spa 
and fitness center as well as a 
stunning pool area and is ex¬ 
pected to be complete by early 
3013 It will also house a 
restaurant and mini-market. 

Owners who: purchased 
upon the groundbreaking only 
a few short years ago, are al¬ 
ready enjoying a nearly 50% 
appreciation oil their invest¬ 
ment, particularly those taking 
advantage of the on site man¬ 
agement's rental sendees pro¬ 
gram. There is always a great 
demand for Aruba and facili¬ 


ties such as those at Gold 
Coast, make it easy for some 
owners to see a valuable return 
on their investment. 

The design of the resi¬ 
dences and public areas is 
open, any and spacious, taking 
frill advantage of the island en¬ 
vironment, with quality con¬ 
struction and finishing 
available. Partnering with two 
of Aruba’s top providers of 
kitchens and bathrooms en¬ 
ables developers to offer cus¬ 
tom options allowing buyers 
to individualize their homes 
An elegant and chic furniture 
package is available or island 
designers will assist owners in 
finishing the decor tD their 
specific tastes. 

There are many aspects to 
purchasing property, not the 
least is the future value of the 


investment To further en¬ 
hance this. Gold Coast man¬ 
agement have inaugurated a 
numb er o f m-hou s e s ervi ce s 
and have recently become af¬ 
filiated Interval International, 
the world’s largest network of 
vacation ownership properties 
which provides an unlimited 
international pool of investors 
to tap for ownership and rental 
prospects. Property exchange 
for a vacation m another desti¬ 
nation is also available 
through the Interval Interna¬ 
tional affiliation. Gold Coast's 
own rental services have also 
proven highly successful m as¬ 
sisting owners in renting their 
villas, 24-hour security and 
maintenance services also tip 
the scales when rt is time to 
make a decision Aside from 
all tins, housekeeping, child 
care, catering services , car 
rental through its partnership 
with AVIS car rental are also 
available as well as pre-shop¬ 
ping services so cupboards 
Enid refrigerators are stocked 
upon arrival, winch can also 
be arranged through their 
property management depart¬ 
ment. Personnel are also avail¬ 
able to assist in arranging 
restaurant reservations and is¬ 
land activities. 

Visit their website: www. 
goldcoastaruba.com for 
mor o deta ils and availability 
or call 5S6-2200 to arranges 
personal tom 1 . 
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MLB approves expansion of 
instant replay for 2014 



NEW YORK - Major League 
Baseball is bringing one of the 
key benefits of watching 
games at home to the ballpark. 

As part of its expanded use 
of video replay, which baseball 
announced yesterday, teams 
will be allowed to show re¬ 
plays of all plays in the ball¬ 
park scoreboard, regardless of 
whether they are reviewed. 
Previously, dose calls were 
not shown 

The new system of ex¬ 
panded replay which will be 
implemented in the upcoming 
season, will cover most but not 
all plays and will continue to 
exclude balls and strikes. 

The changes were approved 
unanimously by the 30 clubs 
and also go the QK of die play¬ 
ers association and die umpires 
union 

One of the key modifica¬ 
tions from die original pro¬ 
posal is that managers will be 
limited to no more than two 
cliall en ge s p er g am e Initi ally 
they were going to be given 
three, but concerns about pace 
and length of games prompted 
a reduction. Managers will 
start with one challenge and 
will get a second only if the 
first play they challenged is 
overturned. 

However, from the seventh 
inning on, the crew chief may 
opt to request instant replay on 
any revi ewab 1 e c all Tho s e in¬ 
clude home run and other 
boundary calls, same as last 
season. 

S tar tin g with the 2014 sea¬ 
son, they will also include: 

-- Ground rule double 

--Fan interference 

-- Force play (except the 
fielder's touching of second 
base on a double play) 

-- Tag play (including steals 
and pickoffs) 

-- Fair/foul in outfield only 

-- Trap play in outfield only 

-- Batter hit by pitch 

-- Timing play (whether a 


runner scares before a third 
out) 

-- Touching a base (requires 
appeal) 

-- Passing runners 
-- Record keeping (Ball- 
strike count to a batter, outs, 
score, and substitutions) 

"I am very pleased that in¬ 
stant replay will expand to in¬ 
clude additional impactful 
plays," Commissioner Bud 
Selig said in a statement "The 
new system will give man¬ 
agers valuable recourse in po¬ 
tentially game-changing 

situations. Hie opportunity for 
our fans to see more replays in 
our ballparks is also an impor¬ 
tant modification that the 
Clubs and I favored/' 
Managers will tell die crew 
chief verb ally, and they will he 
able to request review of sev¬ 
eral portions of a play. How¬ 
ever, they must issue the 
challenge m a timely manner. 

Through a hard-wired head¬ 
set near home plate, the crew 
chief and at least one other 
umpire will then contact the 
replay command center m 
New York, which is staffed by 
major league umpires. 

After reviewing the video 
feeds, the replay official will 
decide whedier there is "dear 
and convincing evidence" to 
overturn a call The replay of¬ 
ficial will also determine 
where to pi ac e th e runn ers Hi s 


decision on all matters is final 
and cannot be argued. 

Managers will be allowed to 
get some electronic help in de- 
ciding whether to challenge a 
call Although no monitors will 
be permitted in the dug out, the 
manager or one of his coaches 
will be able to contact a video 
sp eaalist in die dub house who 
will have access to the same 
video as the replay official 
Both home and visiting 
teams will have access to the 
same technology and video 

NBA: 
Lakers' 
Young 
banned one 
game for 
swinging a 
punch 

NEW YORK (AFP) - Los An¬ 
geles Lakers guard Nick 
Young has been suspended one 
game without p ay for throwing 
a punch at Phoenix Suns guard 
Goran Dr agio, the NBA an¬ 
nounced on Thursday. 

Young swung his fist at the 
Slovenian with 7:33 remaining 
m the second quarter of the 
Lakers' 121-114 loss at 
Phoenix on Wednesday 
N BA presi dent o f b asketb all 
operations Rod Thom said 
Young will miss the Lakers' 
visit to Boston on Friday as a 
result of the suspension 
The league also fined center 
Alex Len, a 7-foot-l center 
from Ukraine who was ejected 
for lus flagrant foul against 
Young, a total of$15,DDQ and 
fined Suns forward Marcus 
Moms 125,000 for escalating 
the altercation 
The Lakers slid to 14-25, the 
second-worst record in the 
Western Conference, with their 
sixth loss in a row with die de¬ 
feat while the Suns improved 
to 22-Id, seventhm the West¬ 
ern Conference just ahead of 
Dallas (23-17). 


NBA's Kings to accept Bitcoin for 
tickets 

SAN FRANCISCO (AFP) - US basketball outfit the 
Sacramento Kings said Thursday they would begin ac¬ 
cepting Bitcoin, the first professional sports team to ac¬ 
cept the virtual currency. Fans will be able to use 
Bitcoin for tickets and team merchandise from March 1, 
using the so-called crypto currency's payment proces¬ 
sor BitF ay. The Kings said the move was part of major¬ 
ity team owner Vi vek Ranadfve’s "NBA 3.0" philosophy, 
aimed at tapping technology to boost the team. "With 
BitPay, we are able to implement a technology that al¬ 
lows our fans to make Kings-related purchases without 
physically reaching into their wall ets," Ranadivesaidin 
a statement Based in Sacramento, California, the Kings 
have done poorly since last appearing in the post-sea- 
son playoffs in 2006. As of Wednesday night, their 
record was 14 wins and 23 losses. Bitcoin were trading 
at around one to $930 in late Tuesday, according to the 
MtGox market, compared to $945 late Wednesday. 
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BRIEFS: 


BUDAPEST (AFP) -Italy's Anna Cappellini and Luca Lan- 
otte won ice dancing gold at the European figure skating 
championships in Budapest on Thursday, The pair held 
their lead from the short dance to take their first major 
title after the free dance final ahead of Russia's Elena 
llinykh and Nikita Katsaiapov. Britain's Penny Coomes 
and Nicholas Buckland took bronze. They are the sec¬ 
ond Italian ice dancers to win the European title after 
Barbara Fusar-Poli and Maurizio MargagJio in 2001. 


PHILADELPHIA (AFP) - Andre Blake, a 23-year-old Ja¬ 
maican goalkeeper, was rhe first pick of Thursday s 
Major League Soccer Draft by the Philadelphia Union 
after trading with DC United to obtain the selection. 
Blake conc eded only 15 goals in 20 matches last season 
for the University of Connecticut and became the first 
goalkeeper selected first overall in the entry draft of un¬ 
claimed amateur talent No goalkeeper had been taken 
so high in the draft since Chivas USA picked Brad Guzan 
second overall in 2005. Two American defenders from 
the University of California went next, DC United taking 
Steve Birnbaum second and Christian Dean selected 
third by the Vancouver Whitecaps. 
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NBA: Clippers sign Turkish sharpshooter 
Turkoglu 


Football: England to play 
Peru, Ecuador, Honduras 
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Brazil Taekwondo preparing for Suriname match 


GRANJESTAD - Last Satur¬ 
day Clifford Rasmijn of the 
Brazil Takwondo Foundation 
began trained his -Train Hard 
Fight Sinai team with die TK5 
team for Suriname 

Brazil Taekwondo Founda¬ 
tion began the year with train¬ 
ing m preparation for 
Suriname, which will be their 
first competition between 
Arub a, Curacao,, French 
Guyana, Guyana and Suri¬ 
name. 

Coach for he TK5 team, 
Clifford Rasmijn, is giving his 
ail to preparing die TK5 team 
well 00 tlx at they would be pre¬ 


pared for Suriname. 

There training was done at 
the gate of Seroe Colorado 
where their warming up began 
Hus was continued up to the 
field where they received sev¬ 
eral drills. They continued lim¬ 
ning in the direction of the 
grave yard where they did 
some gymnastics. 

They then continued on to 
the hill climbing tins as a team 
Every week they wtU increase 
the training level with the go al 
of being mentally and physi¬ 
cally well prepared. 

Tins Saturday the training 
will continue at Baby Beach 


points, 4 2 rebounds and 3,1 
assists in £97 games for Sacra¬ 
mento, San Antonio, Orlando,. 
Toronto and Phoenix. 

Turkoglu, who helped Or¬ 
lando reach the MBA Finals in 
2009, provides versatility and 


scoring punch off the bench 
for the Clippers, who are 27- 
13, fourth in the Western 
Conference. 

Turkoglu, 34, has twice 
been to the NBA playoff 
semi-finals, giving the Clip-- 
p ers some much-needed post¬ 
season experience as they 
hope to wm a playoff senes 
for only the third time since 
moving from San Diego m 
19S4 

Turkoglu has played m 
only II games since the stall 
of the 2012-13 season, 
benched by a broken hand 
and fractured cheekbone as 
well as serving a 20-game ban 
for using performance-enhanc¬ 
ing drugs 

He has not appeared in an 
MBA game this season and 
was released by Orlando two 
weeks ago. 


- England 
will play Peru, Ecuador and 
Honduras in a trio of friendly 
matches prior to this year's 
World Cup in Brazil, the Foot¬ 
ball Association confirmed on 
Thursday 

England were drawn against 
Uruguay and Costa Rica, as 
well as Italy, m their World 
Cup group, leading manager 
Roy Hodgson to prioritise pre- 
tournament friendlies against 
Central and South American 


nations. 

Hodgson's side will play 
Peru at Wembley on May 3D, 
before travelling to Miami for 
a warm-weather training camp. 

They will tackle Ecuador on 
June 4 and Honduras on June 
7, with both games taking 
place at the Sunkfe Stadium, 
home of she Miami Dolphins 
NFL team 

"I In delighted with the 
games we have been able to 
secure and the programme run¬ 
ning up to the World Cup in 
general," Hodgson said 

"I was clear So those respon¬ 
sible at tiie FA that 1 was look¬ 
ing for Central and South 
American opposition ahead of 
the tournament and that is ex¬ 
actly what has been delivered." 

It will be the first time that 
England have played either 
Peru or Honduras 


LOS ANGELES (AFP) - 
Hedo Turkoglu, a small for¬ 
ward m his 14 lh NBA season, 
signed a contract with the Lds 
Angeles Clippers oil Thurs¬ 
day as the team dep arted for a 
seven-game, cross-country 
road trip. 

The Turkish veteran 
worked out for the Pacific di¬ 
vision leaders last week, then 
signed a deal and rushed to 
the airport to join his new 
teammates for a flight to New 
York, where he will suit up 
for the first time with the 
Clippers on Friday 

"It. feels great," Turkoglu 
said. “I'm really excited, alit- 
tl e bit nervous It. 1 s a new cli ap - 
ter for me 11 

Turkoglu, voted the NBA's 
Most Improved Player in 
20 OS, has averaged 11.9 
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BEST PRICES 
ON 

THE ISLANP 




Aruba Palms Realtors 




Friday January 17 10:30am - 12:30pm 

■ Sprawling, modern 6 bedroom, 5 bath villa 
Swimming Pool, covered wet bar 
Upstairs exterior deck with island views 

2 minute drive to beaches 

3 minute drive to the heart of Palm Beach 
Foyer area 

Hallway large enough lor an office 

An-yly storage space including walk-in hall closet 

Lot sire: BOO im2 (8608 ft-2J 

Total fruill up area: 300 m2 (322S fl.2|i 
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unicasa 

Supt«unniL[T 


UNICASA 

Supermarket 


PALM BEACH # 184 
TEJ; (297) 586-8540 

No*I tO 

Grand Victoria Bar £ Restaurant 
______ CIose to the traffic lights 

Opening hours;^ jJ and high flat hotel area, 
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Subsidy Commission of Lotto pa Deporte supporting 

work of Al training Performance Center 


Drive Safely 


Join us for an OPEN HOUSE 


ORANJESTAD - Al Training 
Performance Center is soon to 
celebrate their second year of 
existence in the Bar cad era 
area At the beginning of 2012, 
Aldrick Madura together with 
liis wife opened their framings 
center 

Here they created a center 
for physical preparation where 
young adiletes and adults who 
also practice sports could de¬ 
velop themselves. 

They receive specific train¬ 
ing systematically designed 
for cardiovascular develop¬ 
ment. Also, body stabilization, 
corporal strength, flexibility' 
and mental focus 

ATP Center has a dynamic 
young team which work under 
the guidance of director/Sports 
Performance Coach, Aldrick 
M aduro. T 

This team offers condition 
training and strength to differ¬ 
ent selections and athletes and 
reserved groups. They also 


cater to international parties 
who come for training. ATP 
has trained athletes for bowl¬ 
ing swimming, triathlon, syn¬ 
chronized swimming, women's 
softball volleyball and wind¬ 
surfing. 

There are also athletes of the 
Martial Arts, athletics, foot- 
hall, marathon and cycling that 
have b een trained by ATP over 
the past two years 

During the past year ATP 
has witnessed the accomplish¬ 
ments of various athletes that 
were trained by them. 

For example: 


ATP Center received a one 
month's visit from interna¬ 
tional Olympic athletes Mary 
Kilman (USA) and Reem Ab- 
dalazam (Egypt). They came 
to tram with our local talents of 
synchronized swimming, 
Anouk Email and Kyra Hoev- 
eitsz Both Email and Hoev- 
eitsz are currently residing in 
die US preparing for the 15th 
World Championship oFFINA 
in Barcelona 

Spoils Federations of Aruba 
are in the process o f re structur¬ 
ing and developing to raise the 
athletic level They are work¬ 
ing with the assistance of a 
physical preparer Doing this is 
completely new for the major¬ 
ity o f our federations. 

In addition to this, there is 
also an interchange of collabo¬ 
ration with the center for med¬ 
ical assistance (CEMEDAR), 
which is also ail important area 
in the assistance of an athlete. 

ATP Center is very proud to 
have achieved tins much in 
such a relatively short time. 
They are especially pleased to 
work with children and young 


people, In view of the many 
young people who get off on 
the wrong track, they are 


pleased to see how many still 
choose to dedicate themselves 
to die discipline of sports 


ft null* Cyerit Plati 


Bowling 

OtilVTiP 

UftdimentQ 

Synchro 

Triathlon 

Wlodflirftni 

Thaihomj Sffdul 

U'.rrur Hill'd Thiel 

Cherley van dc. r Linden 

Ally f-pn-wn 

Anouk Emin 6 Kyra HoeveMw 

ChWIfrf Hill 

ReniePoMma 

Steven M.ir Ucfvpen 

■39ch GUftiot AViF Bcwliii£ World Cup iO] 1 ftuina 

CONCECABO-L Youth & Junior Cthu Fhca 23 LJ 

1 VauEh South American Gimn 2B13 Li ma, Peru 

Ulh Fma Wpcld Ch j mpla nthip Bareelonj 

t5th lini World Chimp lo nthip Barcelona J0t3 [£&P| 

1 Youth 5oulh Amerrij-n Gimei MSI] Lima, Peru 
Aruba Ini emotion a] Tri & tri-Key Wert, fl,, USA 

Youlh - Junior European Champicmch p 2013 Croatia 

6th AMF 

i-,1 Double iunhor 

111 lime trial 

Jflth 58 rnden Free 

Mtb&27lh Duel t«h & free 

Jnd i 8th Relay & individual 

Is| i dlh OverHl O'Pen Olympic DisUnce 
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